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 ‘THIS HOUSE PREFERS TO SHOP AT THE FARMERS’ MARKET’

For the Farmers Market (FM);

· Better socially, able to chat to producers directly and have any queries answered immediately.

· Disabled access good

· Hygiene as good as supermarket

· Out door, nice fresh air

· Animals to be slaughtered, less far to travel

· Small farmers care for their animals better

· FMs are more fun

· They support the local community

· They are good for the town

· They bring in an extra 10,000 people on an FM day

· Produce is very fresh and travelled a minimum of ‘Food Miles’

· Great care has been taken by the producer to market their products in an ethical way

· Much of the produce is organic

For the Supermarket

· Convenience-all under one roof

· Tries to buy fresh and local produce

· Good use of post-industrial sites

· Suppliers are checked for hygiene and quality

· Their meat is traceable

· Fair trade with local farmers

· Standards higher than RSPCA

· Disabled toilets, 

· Specially trained staff

· Some staff can ‘sign’ for deaf customers

· Supermarkets free up town centre, take cars  out of town

· Imports are checked for quality

· Freedom of choice

· Good variety-larger range of goods

· Easily accessible all year round

Against the Farmers’ Market 

· Affected by bad weather

· Affected by Foot and Mouth

· Stallholders not trained in customer care

· Less choice

· Less convenient

· Affected by seasonality

· Some found it difficult to find(!)

· Can run out of food

· No trolley

Against the Supermarket

· Salmonella found in 16% of some supermarket chickens

· Not all meat products contain traceable meat

· Abattoir may be far from the farm and the packager, bad for the animals

·  ‘food miles’ likely on nearly all goods

· Some supermarkets are able to put pressure on farmers and pay them a minimum amount 

· Easier to shoplift

· Less friendly

· Takes shoppers away from centre of town causing small shops to suffer

In Conclusion

                                                 

The motion “This house prefers to shop at the Farmers Market” was narrowly defeated due to the supermarkets ability to provide for disabled access and staff training.

Supermarkets


Easy


Accessible


Wide Variety


All under one roof


Specially trained staff


Good facilities


Convenient


All products available all year round


Open daily


Not far to walk with shopping








Farmers Markets





Fun


Sociable


Local


Hygienic


Welcoming


Home made


Interesting


Good for town


No hassle


Fresh


Good for farmers








