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RUNNING  A  HERB A ND  PRESERVES  STALL
In the Junior Farmers’ Project, both Eastcombe and Gastrells Primary Schools pursued a path towards running a Herb and Preserves Stall.

Preparations for which started with much planning and research, many months before the anticipated event.

Questionnaires (see resources), visits to local supermarkets and businesses gave them the insight and knowledge to get them started.

They were fortunate to have on their doorstep Selsley Herb Nursery and Kitchen Garden Preserves, who were able to pass on their expertise and point out any pitfalls.

The ‘best’ type of herbs for growing, i.e. the most popular and easiest to grow was researched and gone into in great detail (see example and resources, ‘Herb Fact Sheet’).
Children learnt about market research, growing conditions as well as cost effectiveness.

Cost and types of containers, soils, seeds and propagators was researched.  From this decisions were made as to the most economical local sources.

Eastcombe children then designed their own propagators (see resources) for seed germination. Once established, children planted out their seedlings into pots which were then transferred to a neighbour’s green house, so that protection and light were assured. 

Such was the enthusiasm and success of the project that the PTA agreed to fund a double allotment near the school for pupils to grow food.

Inspired by the momentum that the project generated, the school decided to complement the products on the stall with attractive and fragrant lavender bags. Again the visit to Selsley Herb Nursery provided them with the lavender and advice that they needed. Designs were then generated for making lavender bags (see resources).

Once all the growing, harvesting and making were done,

all that remained to get the stall up and running was the application for the market stall (see resources), running their advertising campaign by designing posters, leaflets, labels, adverts in the local paper and school news letter (see example by children from Eastcombe).

 It proved to be an exciting time for all, incorporating almost every aspect of the National Curriculum.  Not least for generating an understanding of food production, enthusiasm for all things local and great community spirit. 

Please note, great advice for pupils planting their own herbs and plants in containers can be found on the HDRA website.
www.hdra.org.uk/schools
